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Thoughts on Mark 5: 21 - 43 
 
Mark’s Gospel does not say whether anyone in the 
crowd saw the woman touch Jesus’ cloak. Jesus  
certainly felt her touch, because ‘power had gone 

forth from him’. And when he asked about this, 

his disciples pointed out what they considered the  
obvious – that he was being mobbed by the  

multitude; what did he expect? It was only when 
Jesus persisted that the reality of the situation 
was revealed. 
We know very little about the ailing woman. We 

are not told her name, her age, or her background 
– apart from the fact that she had suffered from  
haemorrhages – what we would probably call  

severe menstrual bleeding – for 12 years, and had 
spent all her money trying to find a cure. Equally, 

we do not know whether those in the crowd knew 
she was unwell before her life-changing encounter 

with Jesus, or even whether they knew her at all. 
Indeed, her condition probably meant that she 
lived a fairly solitary life. The crowd probably had 
their eyes so focused on Jesus and what he was 

doing and could do for them that they failed to 
notice the woman and her surreptitious contact. 
Is there a danger that we can be like those in the 

crowd? Are we so focused on getting Jesus to 
meet our needs that we fail to notice the spiritual 
and material needs of others? While there is 
nothing wrong with having our gaze fixed on  

Jesus, we must also make sure that our eyes are 
on those who are equally made in God’s image. We 
must see those whom Jesus sees. Moreover, much 

like the woman, whose problems may not have 
been obvious, we must be able to look beyond the 
superficial, and see what is really at the heart of 
the matter.  

 
With love and prayers, 
Mark. 

Lord, it is so easy to be part of the 

crowd, following behind others, 

not knowing what is taking place 

in front. 

Give us the power to make our 

way through the moving throng, 

and the courage to touch you, 

to receive that life-transforming 

experience. 

But we also ask that you stop and 

turn around, and call us by name, 

saying those words that make us 

know we are completely forgiven 

and unconditionally loved. Amen.  



A Time to Pray. 

 

Living God, in our prayers, we bring to you 

those who are desperate for help, and those 

who take great risks in their search for  

healing. 

We ask your blessing on those who transcend  

political and cultural barriers to take aid and  

medical care to those in greatest need –  

organisations such as Médecins Sans  

Frontières – and all who work in war zones 

across the world, reaching out to the hungry, 

the traumatised, the displaced. 

 

Living God, we give thanks for the best work 

of social media, that which brings into our 

homes the lives of the faces in the crowd, and 

draws us closer to them and their concerns. 

We pray for reporters who risk their lives to 

bring us news, for photographers, camera and 

sound operators. 

We pray for more opportunities for people's  

stories to be shared and heard, for injustices to 

be highlighted and positive change to be  

celebrated. 

 

Living God, we pray for those who fear that 

help will come too late, for all who have lost 

hope, for those who have lost livelihoods, 

homes, and loved ones. 

We pray for those waiting for hospital  

treatment, for transplants, for a diagnosis. 

We pray especially for children who are  

seriously ill and for their families. 

We pray too for those applying for citizen-

ship, especially those waiting to hear if they 

will be sent back to countries from where they 

have fled. 

And we continue to pray for those around the 

world – political leaders, scientists and  

medical staff alike – struggling to contain 

fresh Covid outbreaks. 

From the Vicarage Kitchen. 

Banana and Honey Teabread – a Mary Berry recipe. 
 

This has become something of a staple in our house. We 
both love bananas, but prefer them on the green side, so 
when they get over-ripe they go into this teabread recipe. 

 
Ingredients 
 

• 225g self-raising flour (I use half white and half 
wholemeal) 
¼ level teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg 
100g Margarine 

225g bananas 
100g caster sugar 
Grated rind of 1 lemon 

2 large eggs 
 100 g Sultanas (my addition) 

 6 tablespoons thick pale honey 
 
Preheat the oven to 160oC/fan 140oC/Gas 3. Lightly 

grease two a 450g/1lb loaf tins then line the base with 
baking parchment. 
 

Measure the flour and nutmeg into a large bowl and rub in 
the margarine using your fingertips until the mixture  
resembles fine breadcrumbs. 

 
Peel and mash the bananas and stir into the flour  

mixture, along with the sugar, lemon rind, eggs,  
sultanas and honey. Beat well until evenly mixed, then turn 
into the prepared tin. Mary’s original recipe says to level 

the surface, but I generally leave a 2cm gap (or 1 inch if 
you are Jacob Rees-Mogg). This prevents the mixture 
from spilling over in the oven. 

 
Bake in the preheated oven for about 1 hour or until a fine 
skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. Cover 

the teabread loosely with foil during the end of the  
cooking time if it is browning too much. Leave to cool in 
the tin for a few minutes then turn out, peel off the 

parchment and finish cooling on a wire rack. 
 

I like to eat this sliced on its own, but Amanda  
prefers hers 
spread with  

butter. Either 
way, it keeps 
well in an air-

tight container. 
 

 



2 Corinthians 8: 7 - 15 

You excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for 

you – so we want you to excel also in this generous  

undertaking. I do not say this as a command, but I am 

testing the sincerity of your love against the  

earnestness of others. For you know the generous act 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 

for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty 

you might become rich. And in this matter I am giving 

my advice: it is appropriate for you who began last 

year not only to do something but even to desire to 

do something – now finish doing it, so that your  

eagerness may be matched by completing it according 

to your means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is  

acceptable according to what one has – not according 

to what one does not have. I do not mean that there 

should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it 

is a question of a fair balance between your present 

abundance and their need, so that their abundance 

may be for your need, in order that there may be a 

fair balance. As it is written, ‘The one who had much 

did not have too much, and the one who had little did 

not have too little.’ 

Mark 5: 21 - 43 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a 

great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the lake. 

Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came 

and, when he saw him, fell at his feet and begged him  

repeatedly, ‘My little daughter is at the point of death. Come 

and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and 

live.’ So he went with him. 

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now 

there was a woman who had been suffering from  

haemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured much under 

many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no 

better, but rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and 

came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for 

she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.’  

Immediately her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her 

body that she was healed of her disease. Immediately aware 

that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the 

crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ And his disciples 

said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can 

you say, “Who touched me?”’ He looked all around to see 

who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened 

to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and 

told him the whole truth. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith 

has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.’ 

While he was still speaking, some people came from the  

leader’s house to say, ‘Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the 

teacher any further?’ But overhearing what they said, Jesus said 

to the leader of the synagogue, ‘Do not fear, only believe.’ He 

allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, 

the brother of James. When they came to the house of the 

leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping 

and wailing loudly. When he had entered, he said to them, 

‘Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not 

dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. Then he put them 

all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those 

who were with him, and went in where the child was. He took 

her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha cum,’ which means, 

‘Little girl, get up!’ And immediately the girl got up and began 

to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were 

overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that no 

one should know this, and told them to give her something to 

eat. 

Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus you brought salvation to 

our wayward world: draw us into harmony with your will, that we 

may find all things restored in him, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Wisdom of Solomon 1: 13 - 15; 2: 23 - 24 

because God did not make death, and he does 

not delight in the death of the living. 

For he created all things so that they might exist; 

the generative forces of the world are  

wholesome, and there is no destructive poison 

in them, and the dominion of Hades is not on 

earth. 

For righteousness is immortal. For God created 

us for incorruption, and made us in the image of 

his own eternity, but through the devil’s envy 

death entered the world, and those who belong 

to his company experience it. 



The two most famous apostles are remembered on 29th June for they share a feast day. 

 

St Peter, ‘the Rock’ 

St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married fisherman from Bethsaida, near the Sea of Galilee. He 

met Jesus through his brother, Andrew. Jesus gave him the name of Cephas (Peter) which means rock. Peter is  

always named first in the list of apostles. He was one of the three apostles who were privileged to witness the  

Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and the Agony in the Garden. 

When Peter made his famous confession of faith, that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus recognised it as being the result 

of a revelation from the Father. He in turn told Peter that he would be the rock on which his Church would be built, 

that the ‘gates of hell’ would never prevail against it. Peter and the apostles would have the power of ‘binding and 

loosing’, but Peter would be personally given ‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven’.  Jesus also forewarned Peter of 

his betrayal and subsequent strengthening of the other apostles.  After his Resurrection, Jesus entrusted him with 

the mission to feed both the lambs and the sheep of Christ’s flock. 

Peter played a big part in the early Church, and he is mentioned many times in the Book of Acts, where in the early 

chapters he organised the choice of Judas’ successor, preached with stirring authority at Pentecost; and was the 

very first apostle to work a miracle. Peter went on to defend the apostles’ right to teach at the Sanhedrin, and to 

condemn Ananias and Sapphira. It was Peter who first realised that Christianity was also for the Gentiles, after his 

meeting with Cornelius. Later he took a prominent part in the council at Jerusalem and went on to clash with St 

Paul at Antioch for hesitating about eating with Gentiles. 

Early tradition links Peter with martyrdom at Rome. Peter’s presence in Rome is mentioned by early church fathers 

such as Clement of Rome and Irenaeus. Tradition also tells us that Peter suffered under Nero and was crucified 

head-downwards. There is no conclusive proof either way that St Peter’s relics are at the Vatican, but it is  

significant that Rome is the only city that ever claimed to be Peter’s place of death. 

St Peter was a major influence on Mark when writing his gospel, and the First Epistle of Peter was very probably 

his. In England there were important dedications to Peter from early times and, in all, it has been calculated that 

1,129 pre-Reformation churches were dedicated to St Peter, and another 283 to SS Peter and Paul together. 

 

St Paul, apostle to the Gentiles 

Like Peter, Paul (d. c. 65) also started life with another name: Saul. This great apostle to the Gentiles was a Jew 

born in Tarsus and brought up by Gamaliel as a Pharisee.  So keen was he to defend the god of his fathers that he  

became a persecutor of Christianity, and even took part in the stoning of Stephen. He hunted down Christians and 

imprisoned them, and it was while on his way to persecute more Christians in Damascus that he was suddenly  

given his vision of Christ. 

It was the decisive moment of Paul’s life – Paul suddenly realised that Jesus was truly the Messiah, and the Son of 

God, and that he was calling Paul to bring the Christian faith to the Gentiles. Paul was then healed of his temporary 

blindness, baptised, and retired to Arabia for about three years of prayer and solitude, before returning to  

Damascus. 

From then on Paul seems to have lived a life full of hazard and hardship. He made many Jewish enemies, who 

stoned him, and wanted to kill him. Nevertheless, Paul made three great missionary journeys, first to Cyprus, then 

to Asia Minor and eastern Greece, and lastly to Ephesus, where he wrote 1 Corinthians, then to Macedonia and 

Achaia, where he wrote Romans, before returning to Jerusalem. 

After stonings, beatings and imprisonment in Jerusalem he was sent to Rome for trial as a Roman citizen. On the 

way he was shipwrecked at Malta; when he finally reached Rome he was put under house-arrest for two years,  

during which time he wrote the four ‘captivity’ epistles. Later Paul may have revisited Ephesus and even have 

reached Spain.  Tradition tells he was eventually martyred at Rome during the persecution of Nero, being  

beheaded (as a Roman citizen) at Tre Fontane and buried where the basilica of St Paul ‘outside the walls’ now 

stands. 

 

The belief that Peter and Paul died on the same day was caused by their sharing the same feast day. 

Paul was not only a tireless missionary, but a great thinker. His epistles played a major part in the later  

development of Christian theology. In England he was never as popular as St Peter, and ancient English churches  

dedicated to him alone number only 43. 

The history of the relics of Peter and Paul is not very clear. Tradition says that Peter was buried at the Vatican and 

Paul on the Ostian Way under his basilica. Certainly, both apostles were venerated from very early times both in 

the Liturgy and in private prayers, as testified by Greek and Latin graffiti in the catacombs of the early 3rd century. 


